How to get started in CERL

Community Engaged Research and Learning

== L0ESS

In the LOESS project, we dare supporting educators to bring CERL into their teaching practices as a way of enhancing education for soil health.
CERL involves university students working with community partners on collaboratively designed real-life projects.
The goal is mutual benefit — enhancing student learning while carrying out a project or piece of research that benefits the community.

Where can | find out more about CERL for soil health?
In our Guidelines for CERL.
Educators are the main audience but communities

may also find them useful, especially pages 9 to 16.
https://loess-project.eu/deliverables/
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How can local soil issues become CERL projects?
Our crowdmapping tool is designed to capture
local soil health issues. Communities can use it to
highlight potential projects and universities can use

it to find issues to work on.
https://loess-project.eu/crowdmapping-tool/

Is CERL training available?

We piloted an online module for educators on CERL
for Soil Health. Participants designed a CERL

project to implement in one of their courses.

The module materials are available on the LOESS
website and are translated to 11 languages.

You can engage with them as an individual or use the

module in your own educational institution;
https://loess-project.eu/cerl-module-for-lecturers/

No Science Shop or CERL support unit in your own /
local university?

-Check the listing of Science Shops to see if there is
one in your region:
https://livingknowledge.org/european-partners/

-Try elsewhere within your university, e.g., other
academics, volunteering units, partnership offices,
engaged research offices, careers and student
placement units.

Can | see some examples of CERL projects that are addressing soil health issues?

There are 9 projects from across a range of disciplines listed on the next page.

These activities will soon be available as case studies on the LOESS website https://loess-project.eu/case-studies/
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Planned Community Engaged Research and Learning Projects for Soil
Health Education

Cocreating a lesson plan on how to run vermicomposting in a school

Diana Zidov@, English Language, Literature &
Didactics, Comenius University in Bratislava

Examining the impact of wildfire management strategies on soil
health

Dimitrios Pappas, Mechanical & Aerospace
Engineering, Queen'’s University Belfast

Exploring hotel guests’ attitudes to an electronic system to receive
incentives for encouraging eco-friendly behaviours

Ivett Pinke-Sziva, Innovation and Business
Incubation Department, Corvinus University
of Budapest

Cocreating information materials to disseminate results of working
Agroforestry models to farmers

Izéra Gal, Agroecology and Organic
Farming, Hungarian University of Agriculture
and Life Sciences

Exploring the extent and impact of growth of an invasive laurel
species in a woodland

Lorraine Foley, Environment and Planning,
Technological University Dublin

Exploring the societal impact of a citizen science soil health project

Giulia Bongiorno, Soil Biology, Wageningen
University

Collaborating with community gardens as a site of scientific and photographic
inquiry, to explore our ecological crisis through a ‘darkroom garden’ approach that
considers less environmentally destructive processes

Sinéad Curran, School of Mediaq,
Technological University Dublin

Organising a workshop on CERL and co-creative research for
university course leaders (in ecology)

Kjell Boimgren, Public & Science Sweden

Design sprint to generate ideas to encourage visitor behaviour to
support biodiversity and soil health at an area of natural beauty

Teresa McGrath, Mechanical & Aerospace
Engineering, Queen'’s University Belfast
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